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Principally Speaking

The months of May and June host celebrations of school and scholarly accomplishments. Graduations mark the com-
pletion of one stage of one’s educational journey, and the beginning of another. Even those graduating with terminal
graduate degrees understand that the next stage is really the applying of what has been learned, and thereby learning
anew. A goal of educators, and parents as educators, is to stoke the curiosities inside us all, and follow one question or
wondering to where it may lead us in thought and mind. We seek to be lifelong learners, to embrace new experiences,
to discover and create new interests and next adventures.

Here at Footprints Academy, we are preparing to celebrate the completion of our sixth graders’ Footprints Academy
careers with their Footprints Academy graduation. We launch these soon to be FPA alumni, these young scholars, into
the larger world of middle schools and high schools. They are well prepared for this next stage of their schooling, both
with foundations of knowledge and problem solving skills, and with scholarly training toward self-discovery of how best
to learn, and the imagined fields of dreams inviting one’s embrace.

Graduation from Footprints Academy is a school community event. As such, we will honor our graduating students with
a ceremony within the All School Assembly on the last day of school, Thursday, June 10. As the fifth and sixth grade
class this past fall welcomed the incoming kindergarten class by receiving the new FPA students through a class arch
and gifts of flowers, so in June our kindergarten buddies will honor their graduating elders.

Earlier in that second week of June, FPA ‘seniors’ will gather with their families and be hosted by Footprints Academy
for the now traditional class dinner. Stories will be told, addresses will be spoken, and a likely video will feature high-
lights of the FPA capstone year.

As | think about the upcoming FPA graduation, | prepare to travel this coming weekend to Memphis to attend the college
graduation of our daughter. How quickly the milestones of preschool, elementary, middle and high school graduations
become college graduations and lead to the lives beyond.

A hard part of the parenting role is that if we succeed in raising competent and confident scholars and decent and hon-
orable individuals, we raise them to, as | wrote recently to our daughter, to grow up and away — not totally away, but
living appropriately separate and independent and fulfilling lives.

Be glad for, and embrace, the time you have with your school age children, for it goes by all too quickly.

Ed Cavin




From the Founder

What a wonderful year this has been so far. There are so many things to be thankful for, 'm
not quite sure where to begin. As | think about the school year, first, | cannot believe that it's
nearly coming to a close and we’re preparing for things like field day, and 6" grade gradua-
tion. It seems like only yesterday, Ed, Jill, Leigh and | were sitting around a table and brain-
storming possibilities about whether or not we could even begin to think about bringing these
two groups of kids together.

Here we are, and not only did they come together, but friendships formed, families came to-
gether and so many wonderful things have happened over these past many months. It's
been an amazing journey and we are so thankful for all of it. We look forward to a wonderful
remainder of the school year, and are hopeful that you have all had a joyful time, and will re-
turn next year. One of the things that we enjoy at Footprints is our end of year celebration
and picnic. Much like a family, we enjoy the opportunity to come together and enjoy time to-
gether on the last day of school. Look for detailed information about this day to follow, includ-
ing how you can sign up to help provide an item for the picnic, how to participate in golfing to-
gether as a family if you would like to, and directions to our home for the picnic! The last day
is an early release right after lunch, and then we golf, and meet at the Robbins “Hood” as it
has been so cleverly named, for a picnic, swimming if it's nice, and hanging out. We will look
forward to this time of celebration with each of you!

We do indeed have much to be grateful for as we celebrate the close of this school year. The
gala committee did a fantastic job putting together such a wonderful event! We are thankful
for their hard work, and to everyone who attended or participated in any way — thank you all!
We look forward to how these funds will be put to good use as the teachers look for ways to
continue to be innovative, creative, and passionate in their work with your children. Thank
you!

The Carnival was also a great time! We appreciate your support of this event as well. These
proceeds will go to support H.S.I. of Oakdale and the wonderful work that they do to support
children and education. Thank you!

It has been an absolute pleasure getting to know each of you, being here with you, and work-
ing with your children. They are a blessing in so many incredible ways. | think about the in-
credible potential that they all have within them, to be so great...to do so much, to learn so
much — and to conquer anything. That is exactly why this place is so important, and why we
are so passionate about the kind of individualized education that we provide here. There are
no limits to what the students are able to accomplish, given the forum and the tools to do so!

| know that so many things are going on during this busy time of year. We, too, have many
things to juggle in order to remain competitive and to ensure that what we provide here re-
mains attractive for all students, and remains different from what may be found by attending
the local neighborhood school. If you have not already renewed your commitment to FPA for
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Announcements

next year, | invite you to come in for a conversation with me or with Ed, or both of us...so that we
might fully understand your needs, and to ensure that we are able to fully meet them! We wish to
do everything in our power to make sure that next year is even better than this year...with your
help and partnership — we can make that happen. To the boundless possibilities that all of our
kids deserve!

In closing...we'd like to share one more thing with you. Our goal for next year for FPA, is to in-
crease enrolliment but maintain class sizes of 18-19 per class. We have heard from you that
small class sizes and individualized instruction are THE hallmarks of the school. At this time, we
are on our way, but we still have a ways to go to reach our enrollment goals for the year. We'd
like to ask your help. If you have not already renewed your commitment to FPA, please let us
know if there is anything we can do to help you in making your decision. Ed or | are happy to
meet with you individually to answer any questions that you may have, and to secure your space
in your class for next year.

In addition, if you are aware of another child or family who would benefit from attending a school
like Footprints, please tell them about us! Be specific about what makes this a great place to be!
If you refer in a new family who becomes a student between May 15 and Aug 31, you will receive
a referral credit of $500 towards your 2010 — 2011 school tuition! We appreciate your partner-
ship very much, and thank you for a wonderful year.

Footprints Academy Math Students Shine

FPA'’s fledgling 5" Grade Math Masters Team (3 - 5" graders and 2 - 4™ graders)
placed 7™ of 14 teams at the regional competition held on Saturday, May 1. The competition
was keen with many teams representing schools and programs for gifted and talented stu-
dents.

On April 20 several FPA 3™, 4™ and the 5" grade students took part in the Noetic na-
tional math competition. The competition challenge was to solve 20 very difficult word prob-
lems in 45 minutes

Overall our FPA students did very well. There were separate divisions for 3, 4™, and
5" grades. Of the approximately 500 3™ grade contestants, Donald Hau was one of just two
students in the entire nation to earn a perfect score!

Additionally, two additional FPA students were recognized on the competition Honor
Role. A 4th grader score in the top ten percent of grade level entrants, and 5" grader Cole
Peterson scored in top five percent of entrants.
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Foot Bridge PTA

Hi Everyone! May, 2010

The Foot Bridge PTA had a fast, furious and FUN April! Along with our monthly meeting, we
kicked up our heels for a hee-haw good time at the Western dance, we also hosted a breakfast
for our great teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week. Then, we participated in the first ever
FPA ‘Garbage Run’ and at Munchkin Markets. Finally, we were able to bring Underwater Adven-
tures to FPA for a school assembly!

If you didn’t make it to any of these events...you really missed out on a great time! JOIN US!
NEXT MEETING: Monday, May 10" i 6:30pm-7:30pm at Footprints

PLEASE attend this meeting! We will be finalizing events for the rest of this school year and
brainstorming and preparing for the 2010/2011 school year!

Pssstédondt forget to:

Bring in your adult level books, all CD’s and DVD’s and we will turn it into library books for
FPA! Spring cleaning has started — drop off your stuff in the Library today!

Continue to bring in Box Tops and Kemps Milk Caps. Our kids have done a great job!

JUNE ~ SCHOOL6S OUT FOR THE SUMMER:
June 7" — FINAL Foot Bridge PTA Meeting — 6:30pm
June - Field Day ~ PTA Popsicle Party

Student Showcase
Thursday, May 27, 3:4571 5:00 p.m.

FPA students will “showcase” their accomplishments from the school year on Thursday,
May 27, from 3: 45 — 5:00 p.m. Following an after school recess and snack, students
will host parents in their respective classrooms. The classroom format, depending upon
the grade, will include displays of student work from various subjects throughout the
year, individual student portfolio sharing, and individual and small group presentations.

(3:30 p.m. all students recess and snack)
3:457 4:30 p.m. Visitation time in respective classrooms
(From 4:20 — 4:30 p.m. parents may visit the next classroom up.
For example: second grade parents may visit third grade.)
4:307 4:50 p.m. Band performance (Band members are in grades 4-6.)
4:507 5:00 p.m. All school sing
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Trailblazers

Summer fever, | think, has officially started. The smell of sunscreen is in the air and there is
less than 30 days left of school and then fun in the sun can start. Trailblazers have enjoyed
the beautiful weather we have been having by spending time outdoors both before and after
school. We are excited for the rest of the school year and are getting geared up for all the
spectacular activities that the summer has to bring to FPA.

Reminder if you sign up for both Trailblazers 2010-2011 and Summer 2010 by May 6", you
will receive a reduced registration price of $100. First session of summer camp is due May
21%, so please get your paperwork in so you can guarantee a spot. If you have turned in your
enrollment form, remember you still need to turn in your calendars and permission slips by
May 21°% so we know the days you are coming. We have many fun field trips and activities
planned so you don’t want to miss out! Also, our summer camp is very flexible. Pick and
choose the days you will be here and take advantage of our activities. Don’t forget to check
out our Sports Camp and Academic Coaching program that we have going on this summer as
well. The Trailblazer’s staff looks forward to seeing you all.

We will be starting Running Club Monday, May 3™ for Kindergarten thru second grade and
Wednesday, May 5™ for third grade and above. The sign ups are on the gym doors. Please
include name and grade when signing up. Each participant will receive a water bottle to have.
Running club will take place outside, weather permitting. Please bring appropriate running at-
tire and tennis shoes, not sandals. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

On a side note, just want to inform you that | will be getting married on May 29". It is a very
exciting time right now and | am getting anxious for the day to be here. Some of the kids al-
ready know, and have been talking about it so | just wanted to let you know they are not just
telling stories. | will be taking a week off after the wedding to do some traveling with my bride
and will be back for the last week of school and summer camp. If you have any questions dur-
ing that time, please see Ms. Erin Courtney or the front desk.

The Trailblazers staff is ready to end the year strong and very excited for Trailblazers next fall.
We are working on fun new activities and clubs for next year. If you have any ideas or sug-
gestions feel free to contact me.

Have a wonderful month of May and keep on cheering for the Twins. Remember, all programs
will be closed on Monday May 31, 2010 for Memorial Day.

Thanks!

Corey Strinmoen
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Kindergarten with Mrs. LaRoue

In May, the kinder-
garteners will be reading
some of our favorite fairy
tales. We will practice retell-
ing the story using beginning,
middle, and end. They will
discuss the characters in the
story and try to make per-
sonal connections. We will
also take a look at different
versions of these fairy tales
that are told in different

places around the world.
Then we will compare the
stories to each other.

The kindergarteners
are very excited to be hatch-
ing eggs! The students will
begin a unit of study called
Animals Two by Two. In this
unit, the students will have a
chance to get an up close to
some common
land and water 0)
animals. \

S

First Grade with Mrs. Albrecht

The first graders are
so excited to head to the MN
Zoo for a field trip. Not only
will they be looking at ani-
mals, they'll actually be tak-
ing a class to learn more
about ocean life. We are so
excited to see the different
animals up close and to have
opportunities to ask ques-
tions to zoo volunteers.

In class, we'll be work-
ing with motion. The stu-
dents will be creating differ-
ent objects that roll using
disks and shafts. They will
be given time to explore on
their own and then have
guided activities to make the
most out of each lesson.

During the month of
May the first graders will be

learning more about the wa-
ter cycle. We'll be learning
songs to help us remember
the way the water cycle
works.

Second Grade with Mrs. Erin

Wow! It's May already! different types of graphs.

We say good-bye to our po-
etry unit. Our new author of
the month will be Patricia Po-
lacco. We will be having
many discussions about her
books and the different life-
styles they portray. We will
also make thundercake in
honor of her book Thunder-
cake.

In math we will be
talking about capacity and

They will experiment with
different containers with ca-
pacity and create and inter-
pret different graphs. In writ-
ing, the students will be fin-
ishing up their anthologies
of poems.

Next we will be mov-
ing on to writing non-fiction
books. The students will
also be working on adding
to detail to their work to

paint a clearer picture for the
reader.

Science will be a lot of
fun! As the weather is a little
more unpredictable this time of
year, we will be studying the dif-
ferent types of weather. We will
be learning about the different
tools used to measure weather,
use a thermometer, talk about
the water cycle, and talk about
what meteorologists do. What a
busy month!
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Third Grade with Mrs. Krug

The third grade class
welcomed new pets to our
class in Aprill We began our
unit on animal groups and life
cycles so we invited 5 cray-
fish into the classroom! We
have been busy observing
their behavior and finding
some very interesting facts
about these crustaceans.

We also spent the
month of April studying
plants. We did an investiga-
tion to determine best soil for
plants to grow, looked at the
parts of the plants and their
functions by sprouting seeds,
and learned about photosyn-
thesis.

We had a wonderful
visit from a parent volunteer,

Mr. Sanislo, who taught the
students about simple ma-
chines and brought in materi-
als for them to construct
these various machines like
pulleys, levers, wheels and
axle, and wedges. The stu-
dents were more than ex-
cited and Mr. Sanislo's time
was much appreciated!

Our poetry collections
are in the works. Students
have been reading and re-
flecting on poems from Shel
Silverstein, Carl Sandburg,
Jack Prelutsky, and Emily
Dickinson just to name a
few. We have been learning
about many different styles of
poems and writing a collec-
tion to complete our own

books.

Our Earth Day celebra-
tion had us reminding our-
selves of the importance of
celebrating Earth Day every-
day! We picked up litter on the
playground, had great discus-
sions about the importance of
conservation, wrote Earth Day
haiku poems, and reduced, re-
used, and recycled! We have
some eco-friendly third grad-
ers!

Students are eager to
get their last few state capitals
and learn more about different
forms of gov-
ernment and
the branches
of government
in the good old
USA!

EXECUTIVE

LEGISLATIVE

Fourth Grade with Mrs. Anderson

It is hard to believe we
are reaching the end of the
year. There is so much more
we still want to learn so May
will be filled with a variety of
activities! In reading, we will
focus on short stories and
review reading strate-
gies. The most popular ac-
tivity seems to be our book
talks. | have been introduc-
ing students to a variety of
books to inspire them to fin-
ish the year reading strong!

Writing will be inte-
grated across the curriculum
as students write about envi

ronmental concerns, respond
to literature, write about the
history of Woodbury or Stillwa-
ter and they will still have time
to write freely in their writer’s
notebooks.

The students really en-
joyed making maps of Minne-
sota and we will be focusing
on the history of Woodbury
and Stillwater yet this month.

Students will also review the
concept of consumers as we
talk about money manage-
ment. We will talk about sav-
ing, spending and borrowing
money with a focus on how
they can apply these skills as
a 4th grader.

In science will continue
to look at the world in which we
live, as the students have loved
our time outside! We will also
be reviewing some of our as-
tronomy concepts as we look at
constellations in the sky. Stu-
dents will be hoping for some
clear nights where hopefully
they can go out and study the
night sky.

. . *
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Fifth and Sixth Grade with Mrs. Chang

With all that is happening, | am having a hard time believing that this school year is in
the home stretch. And while we may only have a few weeks remaining, we have a great
deal left to accomplish.

One upcoming event that students are really excited about is our “Festival of Na-
tions.” Deadlines have been set for all remaining projects and students are busy deciding
how to set up their individual information booths. Each booth will include: maps, a sculpture
of an important person, an art piece, a game or cultural activity, and much, much more. We
are looking forward to sharing our learning with families and other FPA students.

Atoms, elements, and molecules have been the topic of conversation in science. Stu-
dents have been tackling this tough topic with a strong desire to learn as much as they can.
If you visit our classroom you will see the posters and models we have been creating.

| am excited to announce that individually, all students have exceeded grade level
math expectations. The class recently took a trip to Lilydale Regional Park, where we put
some of our math skills to the test. When we weren't hunting for fossils, students were
working through a list of assigned tasks. The tasks included:

Finding the average speed of the bus trip

Using a ratio boxes to determine the height of a tree

Discovering patterns in nature

Taking photos of geometry found in nature (types of lines, shapes, tessellations, angles)

Making weather predictions (based on our class from Wolf Ridge)
Collecting data on the numbers of birds and squirrels we saw (circle graph)
Finding the circumference of trees (and then determining the average)

Learning about the Fibonacci Numerical Sequence (1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, ... ) and how

1
1
1
1
1 Determining the change in temperature while we were away
1
1
1
1
it could relate to nature. It was a productive day in the park.

| am looking forward to spending this last month with my incredibly talented class of fifth and
sixth graders.

Spanish with Senorita Kim

May is here! It's unreal how fast this school year has gone by! We have been as busy as
ever in Spanish. Here is what will be happening this month in Spanish:

Kindergarten: Community

1st grade: Community and Animals

2nd grade: Adjectives and Verbs

3rd grade: Adjectives and Verbs

4th grade: Directional words/community

5th/6th grade: Food
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Music Notes from Mrs. Salter LJ

Music in May is going to be marvelous! Here is a sneak peek into what is planned for the
month:

5™ and 6™ grade: Music history has been the focus of our music classes and continues into
the month of May. Each student has been researching a composer and creating a power point
presentation to share during class time. Students will also continue to learn about the charac-
teristics of all of the main time periods in Western music history (Medieval, Renaissance, Ba-
roque, Classical, Romantic, and 20" Century). Of course this will include fun trivia games and
a lot of music listening!

4™ grade: Rondo form (ABACA) is a popular form in music that has a main theme (A) which is
divided by contrasting themes (B, C). The fourth graders will listen to and sing a variety of
songs in rondo form. “La Raspa” is a Mexican mariachi tune that is in rondo form. This month,
the fourth graders will learn a traditional folk dance to “La Raspa” in class. Ole!

3" grade: The third graders will be adding ‘texture’ to a variety of songs using instruments and
body percussion. Adding repeated ostinato patterns to music is a great way to make a simple
song more interesting!

2" grade: Half notes and rests have been added to the second grader’s rhythmic vocabulary.
We will spend the month of May singing, listening to and composing rhythms including half
notes and rests. We will also create ostinato patterns including half notes and rests to accom-
pany the song, “Mi Cuerpo Hace Musica”.

1% grade: The first graders have mastered steady beat! We have been practicing keeping a
steady beat all year and just recently have been able to play a game called “The First Grade
Cat” successfully! During this game, students must improvise adding an adjective to describe
the first grade cat in rhythm. In May, we will continue to practice singing and chanting to a
steady beat as well as a changing beat. We will listen for different tempos in a variety of musi-
cal examples.

Kindergarten: This month the kindergarten students will be listening to some of my favorite
song stories. Song stories are a great way for students to practice listening to expressive sing-
ing, hear rhyming words, and understand why some sections in a song would have loud or
quiet dynamics.

Media with Mrs. Sloot
The votes are in and here are the winners for the Maud Hart Lovelace Award.
Division 1 Division 2
Champ by Marcia Thornton Jones (224 Votes) | 6d Tel |l You | |l ove You, BuU
Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate You by Ally Carter (88 Votes)

(217 Votes) Peak by Roland Smith (85 Votes)
Clementine by Sara Pennypacker (216 Votes) Cracker! by Cynthia Kadohata (82 Votes)
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<8

May

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
3 Breakfast 4 Breakfast 5 Breakfast 6 Breakfast 7 Breakfast
English Muffins with Cheerios with Milk Pancakes| Applesauce| Oatmeal with Raisins Cinnamon Toast | Mixed
Jam | Peaches | | Fruit Juice Milk/Juice | Milk/Juice Fresh Fruit |
Milk/Juice Lunch Lunch Lunch Milk/Juice
Lunch Sloppy Joes with Fish Sticks w/wheat Chicken Alfredo | Lunch
Chicken Ten- Bun | Broccoli & dinner roll | Green Bananas | Peas | Milk Cheese Omelettes

ders/Nuggets & Din-
ner roll] Corn | Milk

Snack

Mini Bagels w/Cream
Cheese | Fruit | Milk

Cheese | Apple
Slices| milk

Snack

Granola Bars |
Juice

Beans | Fresh Fruit|
Milk

Snack

Vanilla Wafers | Cot-
tage Cheese | Juice

Snack

Whole Wheat Bread
with Jam | Juice

w/wheat toast| Tater
Wedges | Fruit| Milk or
Juice

Shack

Popcorn | Cheese |
Juice

10 Breakfast

French Toast
w/Syrup |

Pears | Milk/Juice
Lunch

Turkey Sandwich |
Chicken Noodle Soup
| Fruit | Milk

Snack

String Cheese | Wheat
Thins | Juice or Milk

11 Breakfast

Cereal with Milk |
Juice

Lunch

3 Cheese Macaroni
| Peas & Carrots |
Fruit | Milk

Snack

Breadsticks with
Cheese | Juice or
Milk

12 Breakfast

Muffins | Mixed Fruit |
Milk/Juice

Lunch

Chicken Patty on a
Wheat Bun | Grapes
Iveggies| Milk

Shack

Teddy Grahams | Juice
or Milk

13 Breakfast

Bagels with Jam | Yo-
gurt | Milk/Juice

Lunch

Taco Salad | Corn |
Apple Crisp | Milk

Snack

Vanilla Ice Cream
with

Berries | Juice or
Milk

14 Breakfast

Scrambled Eggs | But-
tered Toast |
Milk/Juice

Lunch

Italian Dunkers
w/Marinara & mozza-
rella cheese
|Vegetable |Fruit| Milk

Snhack

Gogurt | Fruit | Milk/
Juice

17 Breakfast
Waffles with Syrup
Milk/JUice

Lunch

Beef Ravioli | Fruit
Salad | Carrots| Milk

Snack

Yogurt with Granola |
Juice

18 Breakfast

Chex Cereal with
Milk | Juice

Lunch

Cheese Pizza |
Fresh Fruit | Veggie
| Milk

Snack

Nutri -Grain Bars |
Juice

19 Breakfast

English Muffin with Jam
| Pineapple | Milk/Juice

Lunch

Beans & Wieners | Fruit
| Bread Stix | Milk

Snack

Bananas | Juice or Milk

20 Breakfast

Banana Pancakes w/
Syrup | Applesauce |
Milk/Juice

Lunch

Chicken & Broccoli
Rice Casserole |
Fruit | Bread | Milk

Snack
Cooks Healthy

21 Breakfast

Toast with Jam & Sun
Butter | Fruit |
Milk/Juice

Lunch

Cheese Tortellini with
Marinara Sauce | Broc-
coli | Oranges | Milk

Snack
Veggies & Dip | Juice or

Choice Milk
24 Breakfast 25 Breakfast 26 Breakfast 27 Breakfast 28 Breakfast
Scrambled Eggs with Cheerios with Milk Hot Oatmeal | Raisins | Wheat Waffles Croissants with Jam |

Toast | Peaches |
Milk/Juice

Lunch

Chicken Ten-
ders/Nuggets |Wheat
dinner roll| French
Fries |Corn | Milk

Snack

Tortilla Chips
w/Salsa Cheese|
Juice

| Juice
Lunch

Veggie /meat Lasa-
gna | Fresh Fruit |
Veggies | Milk

Snack

Granola Bars |
Juice or Milk

Milk/juice
Lunch

Corn Dogs | Baked
Beans | Baked Apples |
Milk

Snack

Pretzels & Cheese |
Juice

w/Syrup | Fresh
Fruit | Milk/juice

Lunch
Meatballs W/biscuit

Fruit | Broccoli |
Milk

Snack

Yogurt | Crackers |
Juice

Soy Butter | Pears |
Milk/Juice

Lunch

Build Your Own Subs
on wheat buns| Cot-
tage cheese | Pineapple
| Milk

Snack

Wheat Thins | Cheese
Sticks | Juice or Milk

31 All Programs
Closed for Memorial
Day




